BEST MODE OF PROMOTING CIVILIZATION

AND IMPROVEMENT ;
OR,

THE INFLUENCE OF WOMAN ON THE SOCIAL STATE,

A LECTURE

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

SY¥OUNG MEN'S ASSOCIATION FOR MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT

IN THE CITY OF ALBANY,"” JANUARY 201w, 1877,

BY HON. SAMUEL YOUNG;

.

ALBANY:
¥ROM THE FOWER FRESS OF HOFFMAN AND WHITE,

1837,




SUGGESTIONS

BEST MODE OF PROMOTING CIVILIZATION
AND IMPROVEMENT;

oR,

THE INFLUENCE OF WOMAN ON THE SOCIAL STATE,

A LECTURE

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

“YOUNG MEN'S ASSOCIATION FOR MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT

IN THE CITY OF ALBANY," JANUARY M1m, 1837,

—_——

BY HON. SAMUEL YOUNG.

' ALBANY:
FROM THE POVER PRESS OF HOFFMAN AND wryrs,

1837,




CORRESPONDENCE.

ALBANY, FEB, 1, 1837,
To 1ue Hox. Samuen Youws.

SIR:—The undersigned, Officers of the  Young Men's Association for Mutual
Improvement,” respeetfully sulicit fur publication, a copy of the Lecture recently delivered
by you in the Hall of the Association, entitled, * Suggestions on the best mede of promo-
ting Civilizution and Tmprovement.”

We Dbelieve, Sir, that the cavee of meral and intellectual improvement, will be advanced
by its pullieation ; and we Znow that the members of the Association, and our fellow-
citizens generally, are solicitous for its preservation.  We therefore, Sir, carnestly ask to
Le permitted to present it to the publie.

We are, Very Respecifully,
Your obedient servants.

CHARLES &, HOPKIKS, DANIEL FRY,
GEURGE 3. BLEECKER, RENRY Q. HAWLEY,
ROBT. L. H{EAI{NEY, MARSHALL PEPOUL',
RUBT. H. I'RUY h", A M. STRO -.‘1'G,
LANSING G. TAYLOR, C. W. BENDER,

J. V. L. PRUYN, JOHY M HARG,
CIIARLES M, JENEINS, GEORGE B. STEELE,
JOHN V. 8§, HAXARD, W. R BUSH,

T, W. LOCEAWOOTD, CHAS. I, GOULD,

GLORGE BRINCRERHOTFT, GILBERT C. FOWLER.

ALDANY, FEBRUARY 2, 1827,
o the President and other Officers of the ©* Young Mew's Associalion for Matuael Improvement,”

GesrLeMes.—]I have received your flattering note of vesterday, requesting for publica-
tion a copy of my Lectore lately delivered to your Association. Ttwas wrilten after the
commencement of the present session of the legislature, amidst the eonstant interruptions
of business, and uwder the expectation that its publication would not be requested. Before
leaving home, T had made a few hasty notes and semorande from hooks, but they are so
imperfect that they may have led me joto some mistakes and omissions in my references. ©
mention these facls as an apology fur any defects that may be found in my * sugpestions.”

T regroee that I have no time for correetion and revision: But, convineed by the reading,
observation and reflection of several years, af the equality of female intellect with ours,
and of the vast importance of 1= cultivation, Tsubmit the manuseript, as itis, to vour dis-
position, in the bope that its publication way awaken the attention of the intelligent and
philanthropie to the importance of the subject I have o imperfectly discussed ; aud th
may induce others who have piore leisure and ability to do it more ample

I am, Gentlemen,

at it
Justice,
With great “CSFICL‘,[,

\-Uur.‘i, &,

5, YOUNG,
Masses, Charles A, Hoplins, George M. Bieeeker, Robi. 1o, Kearney, Robt. i, Pruyn, Lansine
G. Taglor, J- V. Fo Pruyn, Charles DL Jenking, Joln P g, IHazard, T. . erd:acuo;,
Daniel Fry, Henry € Huwley, Marshall Pepoon, A, If, Strang, ¢, W. Bender, John
M Hargr, George B. Stecle, W. R Bush, Chas. D. Gould, Georrg firinchorhog, (?Hi:m-b a
Fawter,




SUGGESTIONS, &c.

Astoxe the multitudinous ends for the accomplishment of

which associations are formed, none is more noble and praise-

‘ worthy than that which induces individuals to congregaite for

the elevated purpose of mutual improvement.’ To maintain a

scientific communion,—to impart and to imbibe instruction,—

ta combine with others for the sole purpose of improving the

intellectual powers, by a reciprocation of knowledge, are ob-

jects highly worthy of an intelligent being. And when asso-

ciations, like the one which I now address, are formed and

sustained by the young, whilst the memory is vigorous, the

curiosity alert, and all the intellectual faculties in active ope-

ration; and before the cares of the world have thrown thelr

torpifying influence over the mind, the best possible results
may be anticipated.

When man, in early life, first begins attentively to regard
surrounding objects, and to reflect and reason, he feels that
he is a stranger in the universe. He perceives the canopy of
heaven spread over him, and the earth extended beneath his
feet. e is conscious of the possession of intellectual facul-
ties : But of the laws which the author of nature has impress-

¢d upon mind, and upon organic and inorganie matter, he is

ignorant. To understand these laws, which have been clas-

sified into moral, intellectual, organic and physical, should be

i regarded as one of the principle objects of*his existence. He

Ve who understands them the best, is the wisest; and he who

ie. ) conforms to them with the greatest exactitude, is the happiest.
. 1 speak of temporal felicity.

yiih ; Owing to our weakness and ignorance in youth, the con-
s sciousness of which is stropgly impressed upon us by every
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and tractable than the male : The male, however, 1s larger,

possesses more muscular power, and is inclined in a much

greater degree to pugnacity. This, as a general remark, is
true of all the more perfectly formed animals, including man.
Tn all those animals which exhibit symptoms of memory, tact,
sagacity, or cunning, these attributes are possessed in an equal
degree, by the male and fomale. In the whole range of ani-
mated existence, no naturalist has ever made the discovery
that the male of any genus, or species of animal, 1s endow-

ed with instincts superior to the female.

But although this equality seems to be a universal principle
in the economy of nature, with respect to all the animals
whose habits and instincts are known ; yet for more than six
thousand years has the dogma been propagated, from age 1o
age, that the human species is an exception to this rule.

Tt is my intention, on the present occasion, to submit a few

suggestions as to the soundness of this dogma,—to advert (o
some of the prominent characteristics of the female mind,—
to the absence of all proof of 1ts incapacity for the highest
literary and scientific attainments,—to the degraded condi-
tion, and the destitution of mental culture, to which the sex
has been subjected in all former times ; and to allude to some
of the beneficial results which would necessarily follow, from
an elevation of the moral, intellectual, and consequently, the
social condition of females.

Woman has uniformly been pronounced to be « the weaker
sex ;7 not physically merely, because such a truth is too ap-
parent to need promulgation; but mentally also. Through
the lapse of past centuries it has not been believed, nor per-
haps hardly suspected, by the mass of mankind, that she pos-

segees the same intellectual powers as man, with an equal
Sugcgptibi]ity of improvement ; that she is as well qualiﬁed as
her self-styled lord and master, to learn and to appreciate all
matter and of mind; and with as keen a relish,
and as steady an €Y «“to look through nature up to nature’s
God;” and that with equal mental cultivation, she would have
been the constant coadjutor of manin scientific and useful

the laws of
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some of his most beautiful odes, particularly one which no ad-

mirer of this poet can have failed to commit to memory,—
commencing, Jam salis tervis nivis atque dire, &. Unfortu-
nate, misguided Sappho | Had she received, in early youth,
proper moral and intellectua! culture, and been taugat to di-
rect her wonderful powers to the good of the human race, she
would have done much towards civilizing the world, Bat
six hundred years before the christian

she lived more than
unknown 3

era, when the true principles of meorality were
when deities were worshipped, male and female, to whom
were ascribed the vilest of human passions.

“ Gads cliangelal, partial, passionate, unjust,

4 Whost attributes were envy, rage, of lust,”™

when the muliitude, doubt-

She flourished in a licentious age,
g, or rather;

less, believed, that to he as virtuous as their deitie
not to be more vicious, was all that could be reasonably re-

quired ; and her poetry bore, in a striking degree, the impress
of such a period.

With such splendid corruscations of femal
them, it is strange that the men of succeeding times had not
bestowed some attention on the culture of the female mind.
Could they have doubted its capacity for the highest grade of
intellectual improvement? Or, were they apprehensive that
their own powers and performances might suffer a “dim

e genius before

eclipse,” by female rivalry !

Men alone are responsible for this omission. It is they,
who, in every ag¢, have arrogated to themselves, and have
exercised both the moral and political power of the world,
and also a control, more or less exclusive, and despotic, over
all the avails of human industry.

In the management of human affairs, woman has been pas-
sive and powerless. And even in those countries which have
made the greaiest boast of their civilization, females have

been subjected t0 laws and institutions grossly unequal, and
manifestly unjust, and oppressive.

e
————
* Pope.
2
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poor and decrepid, followed to the stake, by the same gallant
knights, and burnt as witches.

Mrs, Crawford, a very intelligent writer, both in prose and
poetry, has expressed herself so well on this subject, that I
will make a short extract from her work.

«Tet us take a brief review,” says she, “of the state of
woman ag it was, in order that we may the more justly esti-
mate what it now is. Look at the situation of the sex in the
barbarous ages of the world: mere objects of a gross sensual-
ity, and abject obedience to their rude and selfish possessors.
As the nations became more enlightened, and men’s habits
less savage and lawless, the state of woman was somewhat
improved. Yet, even among the far-famed Greeks and Ro-
mans, where the arts flourished, and the minds of men were
illuminated with the rays of genius, and the light of philosophy,
what was woman ?  Still but a mere object of the senses.
Qr, if she rose to any higher consideration, it was only by
throwing aside the graces of her feminine nature, and array-
ing hersclf like Bellona, When a new era dawned upon the
world, and chivalry made woman its sgeming idol, wearing
her colors on its mailed arm, and her faveurs joyauz, or em-
prises &’ amour, on 1its crested helm, going forth in her name
alone o the combat, la guerre des amoreur, what then was
woman?! Nothing still but the mere object of sense; her
charms, her youth, the only ties that bound man to her.
Poets are fond of singing the praises of love, as it existed in
chivalrous times ; let us hear,” she continues, “what the phi-
losopher says upon this subject.”  And she quotes as follows:

“ Among all the ages of chivalry, there is none in which it
flourished to such a degree, at least in France, or that pro-
duced so many Chevaliers des Dames, as the fourteenth. Yet,
in this very century, so great was the libertinism of the no-
bles, that scarcely a day passed, but that complaints were
made at court by ladies, both married and upmarried, who
had been carried off; and seduced by their powerful neighbors.
The Marshall de Boncicant, with twelve other knights, at
whose head was a cousin of the king, therefore resolved to
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and retiring modesty,—perhaps these personal attractions
may have induced man to overlook, and neglect the mind
within.

The great poet, Milton, s
oriental, and gemi-harbarou
mother of mankind every €X

gives her merely enough of inte

to have labored under this
s delusion. He bestows upon the
ternal grace and charm: but he
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ly to obey the commands of Adam. Adam is formed for “con-
and she for ¢ soft atiractive grace.” To think,
would, in her, be a crime. Her whole duty, ac-
onsists in perfect obedience, and un-
She is to regard her husband as her

God. Without citing other
will illos-

eems

templation,”
or to reason,
cording to the poet, C
conditional submission.

creator, her disposers her law, her
passages, the following address of Eve,to Adam,
trate the mental degradation which Milton assigns to woman-

isposer, what thou bidst
sp God ordains;
to know no more

cdge and her praise.”
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aughters by a mean and penurious education.”
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man poet ascribes o his
an extract from Addison’s

rence, similar to those which the Ro
fancied perfection of stoicism ;™
translation of which is as follows:

ot the rough tempest that deforms

Adrin's black gulf, and vexes it with storms,

The tranquil temper of his soul can MOVE;

Not the red arm of ongry Jove,

That flings the tiunder through the sky,

Aund gives it rage to T08% and strength to 0%
Should the whole frame of nuture round lim break,

In roin and confusion el'd ;—
He unconcern'd would hear the mighty crack,
And stand serené amidst 2 falling world.

Sentiments like these, the gallant Trenchman imputes to a
lady, in order that he may hold up to scorm, contempt and
mockery, the cultivation of the female mind.

But, as though the epic powers of Milton, and the comic
tact of Moliere, and the varied contributions of a host of
tinguisher on female

others were not sufficient to put an €X
te her mind, and

intellect, every Jady who strove to cultiva

¢reasure up a fund of useful knowledge, Was denounced as “ &

blue stocking:” And the learned male philosopher; as well as

the addle-headed coxcomb, fulminated this sarcasm against
every studious female. No wonder that the mere dandy

chould desire female heads to be as empty as his own ; for,
no crisis could oceur, in all the vicis-

to such a lusus naurac,
situdes of life, which would malke him feel so palpably his u-

ter annihilation; 2 to find himself in the society of intelligent
and educated women. But, that men of understanding should
o every female to the rank of

have concurred 1 congigning
whose mental lamp was not to be supplied, and

made to burn with constantly increasing bright-
cribed only t° the blind and obstinate propa-

gation of ancient and barbarous P"e]“d"?a?

The blue stocking garcasmn whlgh originated mBEHY l}*cars
: : o g st dar 2 goal ew ladie

since, in Londom and was at first directed against & adies

e v

foolish virgins,
trimmed; and
ness, cal be as
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beginning:
gposili viruim.
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with exemplary

gsof a gon of great promise,

de of a hero, and the resig-

adds her biographer;
s

and mother;

affection; and exhibited, in the lo
aﬂd_ a darling daughter, the fortitu
nation of g true christian. She died,”
“much esteemed, and regretted by all who knew her.”
Fenelon, the celebrated archbishop of Cambray, a ma
préeminently distinguishad among Dis contempm:m"ms, for
learning, eloquence, humanity and an ardent desire 10 pro-
mote the happiness and imprcvcment of mankind, did not f'f“l’
even in his age, 1o perccive the -immense benefits which

would result from the cultivation of the female mind. UI‘}-
which existed on this

awed by the almost upiversal prejudice; . ;
subject, he wrote a volume, strongly recommending the edu-
des Filles; but he felt the

11m,
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be applied, with the alteration of

a single word, the heautiful
lines of the poet.

Bat knowledge to their eyes

her ample page,
Rich with the spoils of time

did ne'er unroll,
Chill ignorance repress'd their noble rage,

And froze the genial current of the saul.

T'ull many a gem of PUrEst ray serene,
The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean hear:

Full many o flower is born to blush

unseen,
And waste its gw eetness

on the desert ajr,*

Within a few years the female hand hag successfully wield-
ed, hoth the painter’s pencil, and the chisel of the
The paintings of Angelica Kauffiman, of Elizabeth
Agnes Dolee, adorn some of the
and are viewed with admiration by connoisgeurs,
specimens of sculpture are also exhibited in that city, from the
hand of. Signora Teygsy Bcuincampé, “whose Deautifu] bust
of Caesino, and many of her other works,” says a late travel-
ler, “need only to be scen to he admired.”+
During the last half century, numerous and },
Ples will be found of female aut

sculptor.
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Such emanations of intellectug] power 5
by the fomale Writers, to which I have alluded, as to Obw’atﬁ
pI‘Ejudice, and subdue illCI‘EdUIity ; and, intent only on doing
g0od, woman hag Sently won her way, in spite of sneers, and
Sarcasms, to an envighlg eminence on the rolis of literary
fame.

We too, ag well
We are Justly
to classify

have been exhibited

as Bngland, have female w
proud. T wij
them, lest T migh

riters, of whom
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by all the generations who haye prece

erably slow has been the advancement
If we consult the Pages of history we shall find that very
many of the greatest and best mep th
eminence to the impulse and directio
their minds jp early childhood, by a ¢
1 » the first symptoms of

> €ager or indolent
10 inspire nohle and

mind the love of trat

ded us; and how mis-
of mankind,

at ever lived owed their
a which was given to
.
ender mother. T'o cor-
pride, perverseness, ob-
desire of self-gratification,
generoys sentiments,
h,and a horror for d
eat and leading

to impress upon the
eceit and prevarica-
principles of our duty t.O
> to others ang to ourselves, which form the basis
of all morg] culture, is mogt effectually and indelibly perform-
ed by an intelligent mother.  She hgg 4 hold upon the filia]
affections that gives hep 8 power and gn influence, which no
other being, tg ¢ Sreat an extent, can exercjse : And impelled
by the ardor of Mmaternal love, a fame which in her hosom
assiduitieg are :
happiness of hey children,
carefully educated,
ciples, the influence
tions of Mmaterng]
mutably upon th,
neration woyld ;
of existence,

» that, if femaleg werg
and their minds jm

‘ect prin-
2 and the sleepless exer.
couneils woylg Impress thoge principles im.
e Susceptibility of infancy ;
at once he immeg
A mother, like the
45 ever man taught! vy
Prejudice, superstition,
would thug he made from the mount

A late English writer, in commenting
education, makeg the follm'.‘ing rem
ed that the most impo

surably elevateq in
Savioup of m
1at a vagt
suffering, pove

the seale
anking, teacheg
on Ufignomnce,
'Y, ignominy gpg Crime,
am of humay miscry !

abstraci

on the subject of
arks, «wy, feel astonish.
rtant objects of femalg education are so
much neglected. Were they generally
eific view fo their afterwards fiJj;
tant refations of domestic life,
that which follows, would be, i

y *r Wise and
good.  If such were the view

S adopteq in education, it would

Slltix ate their u-ncl'e:r'smnd'iﬂfs;) ,f
| | g iveness

then be a primary Objecijzl]iz cy and Compmtilszlc‘;c;nd
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e x 72ETES
world two VO]UI-ITEIS O e P Ecition des 1
This work is entitled,

“0On
» emmes.
> i fes £ )
, _ we humaiit pe  ilization of the
de la civilization du gen? or the civil
ou de la civiliz

e amilies, 2 The quthor
e educaﬁopi Of‘:l?;} tilrllztus‘u?l[‘;;ltaﬁty of ::10;1;31;1 oquen o
race b - i ce ar i eader.
22?&2 ol s subject Wlthﬁ::i:zll(;f il e oo o
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better and happ;
ppier.” At the
have reached the end of my 12?2:3010 the work, he observes, #I

versal age ivili

] agent of civilization exist
as placed our Infancy i

and acknowledged trut

necessity of maki
fulfilling th aking th

) I have shewn thet no uni-
ut our mothers. :
hanId Iifaoul;]hbin their hands. To tﬁ?;;g
e{;, by‘ﬁjf{f; een the first to declare the
i proved education, capable of
g Svstemmlssmn. The love of God and man i
enl‘flities Willddi;ap " . In pr?pO;‘tiOﬂ as it prevails, nationaf
exvilization spread itp ?l‘; prejudices become extinguished ;
et oo 1o se ffaf' and wide ; one great eoci ver
reign of God be established, PTEi: T'Z;ge;

Of ng iS ih
; e happi
virtues ; to be haspti;lejs of man, secured by his increasing
their offsprin ed by the watchful care of ng
g, from the cradle upward e of mothers over
ards.”

The followinge
of Dotice, g extract from the original, is highly worth
3 A y

(13
Aprés un i
pareil tahle i
e o o Endoct:‘eau, est-il hesoin de le dire, ce n’
5 | en
par la femme, Que faire ?11' par le mari, ¢’est le mari ,u"l fi est’ p}us ]a
4 : /
Dlet de leur dignité, et Ie i e femme;l i o
, :
des fureurs qui usy ur apprendre & distine R e
e v aim,rpent, ok pl-el;j_ucr le véritable amour
‘ . d ler poi Y ;
aucun prixz, ay déplorab{;t {‘;EPBCTCES; s ey
c'est qu’ : Gk |
s qu’elles apprennent enfi i
- mmn.ges qui les tmnsf(;r b
oseral le dire, il n'y o

U.,

q belles ne consentent, §
ns bruta i :
b ey o h:; lear Imposent ;
w5 avilissant d
Fowntls e s:;;ument de caprices et de ans ces
iy 2s femmes ne nous ¢ S ; m]upte-
grossieres que la bo o R - it
fi Ohe compagnie ré gir de ces assimilatios
emmes, les chevaux : tri Ao ol
e o it s1: le vin, la tap)

i T t?‘ e des plaisirs de Ia brute, o ¢, les
Maie e e |
elle ; comment nous en feront e

s-mémes ? 11 :
s ﬁne]a.]umﬁ‘},\ue lcz[:. délicatesze 1a plus e
lere de ga Xqui“ .
Jalre ére. pudeur, co = s
a marque de sa dignitd. 1 tmme S e
Ot pas les gy
o 8 grimaceg
rendant la sédyer:
€duction

Ce
c'est Ia vertu que je demande ne so
rendrai I’ ? ife.
il ¥ia Pamour plus idéal et plus
I - L4 . 2
midre fi ?em enchanter notre aduleccengm’ ey
A o5 dans le monde du beau ef g ?, = Dt
i Bt = A
du ma; i doit s"accomplir 'éducation de o
relle 11, pourquoi Dous en inquidter? Ef filles,
m ?
ent par les vertus de la femme,” El

Tie ieune femme
de la pruderig
p pllIS difﬁ(‘,]]e} JE’:
laisserai les illusigng
oduisent, pour [, s

Bt quant s 182
2 'éducation

g ge s
© fera simplemeps o natu-
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tice of the first
g passages and de-

vof}::;testminsler Review, il‘l-ClOSi?lg.‘ a 1o
W 1:3 Elrlzu‘ks-t ¢ It abounds in striking
S i?sfudwd by all who have at hea
s of soclety at large.”

b One half of the loveliness of the female ct
y Ou'j‘ statutes. 'The system of poor laws which
Gﬁsp}‘ll’g of ignorance, i1 barbarous times, and which has been
continued by unthinking prejudice, ntorcepts those gushings
spontancous]y and perennially,
hich would feed the hungty,
flerings of the wretched ;
admiration

ot the best inte-

\aracter is eclipsed
was the

of benevolence, which would,
flow from the female heart; W
clothe the naked, and assuage the st
and which would elevate woman in t
and love of mankind. But this barbaro
man into the shade s ch holds out premim‘us to
idleness, intemperance and vice, and professes {o relieve the
victims of its own seduction, by grinding out charity from
compulsory taxation; a system which imputes the '{mrburity
o our Creator of having formed the human mind with a des-
harities which are necessary to relieve the

titution of those ¢ 1
humanity ; a system which is belied by all history,

he respect,
us system throws wo-

a system whi

wants of
whichisa standing opprobrium to maw, a continuous libel upon
woman, and a statutory blasphemy against God. Even the

1 watch through the night by the couch of
ihe sick and homeless stranger- She will not allow him un-
relieved to continue his wanderings, while suffering with hun-
ger and thirst, or shivering with cold ; and how vastly would
her benevolence be cxpanded, were her mind ;Jluminated
with the rays of knowledge.

Such laws asthose 10 which Thave

alamity and a curse {o man
ivilization, which would 1€

savage woman wil

alluded, and some others
which are a © Kkind, could not long
ok - the
resist the light and ¢ gult fror
cultivation of the female mind. e b
Ina Republic, like ours, whose institutions
directed and moulded by public sep it a
of sound principles, and correct kno g€,

portion of societys becomes SU'lJ.LBGt of
.. men of Jauropé

and 18¥5 can
(iment only,

he sustaineds
the diffusion
throughout every
nount importance.

And whilst the wis

paral
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are now sedulously
of the female mind as the most efficacious,
ral agent of civilization and

follow such a meritorious exa

‘ and the only gene-
improvement, it becomes ug fo
mple.

In Mrs. Sigourney’s « Address to the guardian
education,” introductory to her excellent volur

“Letters to young ladies,” she pleads and expostulates on
this subject with a force and a feeling, ;
the head and the heart of g highly

tiating on the present improved con
red with what it was, in former age

“We are grateful for ouy heighte
that those who bestowed them il be no

ality.  Still we believe that an inen
made profitable,

s of female
ne, entitled,

truly characteristic of
gifted lady. After expa-
dition of the sex, compa-
8, she proceeds ag follows =
ned privileges. Wo hope
losers by their liber-
case of benefiis may be
- both to giver and recciver, We solicit them
n the name of the blooming and the beauti -

: ful,—those rose-
buds in the wreath of our country’s hope.

“'It is desirable that their education should be diffused over
a wAﬂder space of time, and one lesg encumbered by extraneous
objects; and that the depth of itg foundation should be more
correetly proportioned to the Imposing aspeet, and redundang
ornament of its superstructure. I it not important that the
sex to whom nature has entrusted the moulding of the whole
mass of mind in its frst formation, 5

should be acquai i
. nted wi
the structure and (levelopcments of mind ?—-—thczla.t they 5
are to nurture the future rulers of a pProsperous 3,

be able to demonstrate, from the bread anna]
value of just laws, and the duty of subordin
?ings which they inherit, and the danger of
1t not requisite, that they on whose bosom
must be cherished, should be vigilant to
pulsations of good or evil 7—that they w

to light the lamp of the soul, should knoyy how to feed it with

pure oil 7_—that they, in whose hand ig 5 Syiifs it e
never to die, should be fitted to perforn, g work, and eal{g
the plaudit of Heaven 7% ?

who
people, should
s of history, the
ation,—the bleg-
their abuge 7 Is
the infant heart
watch ity earliest

ho are Ccommigsioned

“ 4 Ohwoman ! i you could enly see on Le mira Es prom materna) a2
4 ido see one of the cle isedto (¥
influence,

directing their attention {0 the cultivation
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«That the vocaiion of females is to teach, has been lai‘d ;_;iow.n
as a position, which it 18 impossﬂ?le to corftrovert. Ill_lS .1n th‘e
domestic sphere, in her own native prc?v.mce, that 1w0-111an 11.5
inevitahly a teacher. There‘shc modifies by h(?;; ezm?]l; g;
her dependants, her compamions, every d-\-\"fll(ﬂ under ; ‘
roof. ¥s mot the Infant in 1ts crad_le her pupil? Does not '31
smile give the earliest lesson to 1ts soul'.! Is not her prayer
the first messenger for it in the court of heaven? Does she
not enshrine her own image in thet sanctuary of the y(.)unig‘
child’s mind, so firmly that no yevulsu‘)n can d1splac;et, 1:10 1cll:j-1

atry supplant it? Does she not guide tll;e‘ dm::}gl ; qcif,a:lpe_
placing her hand in that of her hushan(%, s 1(-,‘1.&10 (.).thers pe-
destal, from whence, in her 1turl}ll, sl;i 11(1’11?1‘1:261‘;6(} gy
ap and coloring which she has herse s ! Might
Z;::;niot, even upcul? her sons, eng}'swe ‘\-’\;lla‘t tl:eyt j}ltziitaf;;ruzf
changed, through all the temptations _o ‘tn‘nt.,of e
, Tast judement ?  Does not the mﬂu‘(fu,e . 3y
= '] 1'\»'Dmembcr of her household, like thc. dew upon :
‘tlﬁlz);f;le?lie;'b, or the sunbeam silently cc11%c=tt‘1nqg]:l ltléiczlozﬁa

flower ! or as the shower, and tlllc s.t]leleé):::b stream,
invigorate t'he Pl'm‘des]t t:‘ijl:l{i:hte;esl?e wills it ornot, thtl?er
. Admlttmg,‘ ﬂ'lf ll;ixﬁt, she is still 2 teacher,—and perceiv-

s i-mow'scl.l in its most plastic state s yielded to her tu-

5 that'the e most momentous enquiry what she shall
s {-Vill she not of necessity impart what
b tead].d best uhnclerstands. Ilas she not power
o lineaments on the next generatiop? If
o been the objects of her choice, so-

be qualified
ghe most Prizes
to impress her own

wisdom and utility hav

e

Jat noble Pri
with WIT 1o your endetvo
£

> ously opencd
uld you enter upon that eareer which las so gener ;! AT -
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ciety will surely reap the benefit. If ?oliy'and:self—indulgence
* are her prevailing characteristics, posterity are in danger of
inheriting the likeness. i

“This influence is most visible and eperative in a republic.
The intelligence and virtue of its every ¢itizén have a height-
- ened relative value.—Its safety may be interwoven with the

destiny of those, whose birth-place is in obscurity. The = -

springs of ity vitality are liable to be touched, or the chords
of its harmony to be troubled, by the rudest hands.

« Teachers, under such a form of government should be held
in the highest honor. They are the allies of legislators. They
‘have agency in the prevention of crime. They aid in regu-
- lating the atmosphere, whose incessant action and pressure,
causes the life-blood to circulate, and return pure and health-
. fu] to the heart of the nation. .

“Of what unspeakable importance then, is Zer education,
who gives lessons before any other instructor—who préocecu-
pies the unwritten page of being—who produces impressions
which only death’can obliterate—and mingles with the cra-
dle-dream what shall be read in eternity. Well may states-
men and philosophers debate how ske may be best educated,
‘who is to educate all mankind.”

After this earnest appeal of angel eloquence, I shall say no-
thing further on this vital topic, which is so'deeply fraught
with the future destinies of the human race. Whatever I
might add, would fall cold, and dull, and unhceded on the

ear.




